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School Psychologist and Occupational Therapist Join

Gan Team

Supporting the Whole Child at the Gan

By WENDY BEDER

Understanding the importance of addressing the
educational and developmental needs of all children,
Gan Yeladim Rarly Childhood Center in Stamford
hired Hillary Isaacs and Aimec Elsner. Isaacs, z licensed
school psychologist with 15 years of experience, serves
as the school psychologist, and Elsner, a licensed oc
cupational therapistwith 17 years of experience, serves
as the occupational therapist. “Words cannot begin to
express how gratefil we are for the services of Hillary
Isaacs and Aimee Elsner. They not only respond to
parents who feel that their children are in need, hut
they are always interacting with students in the class-
rooms to ensure that issues are not missed. They are
the complete picture, making thermselves available to
the family as well as the child,” said Scott Newman, a
Gan parent,

Inherroleas school psychologist, saacs collaborates
and consults with Gan teachers, directors, parents
and therapists to understand the individual needs of
children, and to provide referrals, sereenings and be-
havioral and educational strategies for children who
reguire additional support. Isaacs supports the social,
emotionaland behavioralhealth of children byleading
social skills groups and play therapy. Ifa child requires
& rcferral and support through Farly Intervention
and Individualized Education Plans through his/her
residing town, she serves as the child's advocate and
represents families at their IEP meetings. In addition,
Isaacs offerslectures and tralning programs on various
topics such as sleep. Isaacs also implements Curricu-
lum Based Assessments for preliteracy and developsa
balanced literacy program for all children at the Gan,
with a focus on reading skills in the Gan's Transitional
Kindergarten classroom,

In herrole as occupational therapist, Elsner utilizes
the “Handswriting Without Tears” writing programin atl
the Gan’s classrooms, She works directly with teachers
to provide strengthening activities and to ensure that
children use the correct pencil grip. Rachel Messinger,
current Gan parent, talks about her impressions of the
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Jack Friedman, age 2, had funwhile building his body strength

in the new sensory gym designed by Occupation Thevapists
Aimee Elsner and Amy Budovileh. The space wos made
possible through funds vaised by the 2011-12 Gan PTA, led
by Melissa Bildner

handwriting program: *I'm really impressed with how
much writing my son is doing in his final year: I think
the handwriting specialist makes a big difference,”

Elsmeralso collaborates and consultswith Gan teach-
ing staff, directors, parents and therzpists in offering
children extra attention and support with sensory de-
velopment, providing screenings and strategics such
as “sensory diets” for both at home and school, With
money raised by the Gan FTA, Elsner helped plan and
design a new sensory gy at the Gan that benefits all
children. Elsner also taps into her current research
on nutrition and speaks about “Nutrition in the Early
Childhood Years.”

“Hillary and Aimee are true assets to Gan Yeladim,
They enrich the services provided by the school staff
and bring valuable rescurces to children and families
both inand beyond the classroom,” satd Keri Ben-Tz,
a Gan parent.

See “Gan” on page 1J

Understanding thet pevmanship, a basic foundational skill
Jor karning and selfexpression, comes not merely through
repetition but also though proper strengthening of muscles,
Gan Yladim has Occupational Therapist Aimee Elsner
working with the children from a young age, Shown is Ava
Grunberg, age 4, drawing,

The useof hand puppels is one of the many ways the leachers at
Gan Yelodim, together with School Psychologist Hiflary Isaaes,
support the children’s social end emolional development,
Research shows that healthy social and emolional experiences
impact the developdng brain, Shewn is May Stmone Avidan,
age 3, with tencher Claudia Brenner,

A Special Party for a Special Boy

BY CHANSE TELDON

Ballocns, presents, cake and ganes: those are some of
the ingredients of a great birthday party, but raost would
agree that the mostimpertant one of allis fiends. Asany
parentywillsay, children look forward to their birthday not
Jjust for the sweets and gifits, but for the chance to have
those precious few moments at the center of everyone's
attention. They delightin having friends and famnity fawn-
ing over them and celebrating their special day.

But for some kids, a birthday party is not sonething
theytake for granted, “Tralways bothered me that mak-
inga patty for Danielle was so ditticult, but she and
herschool friends have special needs, which can make
socialinteraction dillicultand schedulinganigh nare,”
said Marsha Weinstein, a parent.

That’swhere the Friendship Circle comes in: armed
with a cake, decorations, hats and plenty of friends,

the Circle brings the party to places itwould otherwise
not have been. “The central goal of our organization
is 1o provide the wonders of companionship to those
who otherwise would miss out on it. What better ime
to do that than on a birthday?” said Malya Shmotkin,
executive director of the Fridendship Gircle,

On a recent December evening, Max Meberg, 2 9-
year-old boy diagnosed with autism, broke outa bright
smilewhen two Friendship Circle volunteers, some staff
andother friendsburstinto hisfamity home with gleeful
shouts of “Happy Birthday!” Itwas his mother, though,
who seemed genuinely moved by the gesture, “Max
was beginning to notice that his sibling’s birthday was
celebrated differently than his and I think he wanted
some of that; the friends, the fanfare and of course, the
attention,” said Diana Meberg, Max’s mother.

See “Parly™ on page I¥
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BY SANDY COLOVE

Tosubmitinforma-
tion o Bisand Pleces,
call 321-1373, ext.
107, ot e~muil me &t
sandybulf.org.
MAZELTOV TO NEW
FAMILIES:

TDanlelle and Rubbl
Yehudn Joiger on the
birth of 4 yon and a daughter.

Debra Adler Klobn and Mautthew Klein

enthe birth ofa grandson, Zachary Miles,
son of Morgan and Joshua Iein,

Joseph Macy on the birth of' z great-
grazntdion, and Toby Schafforand Hymon
SchaiTer on the birth of s grimdson, son
of Tova snd Danlel Schaffer,

Corl SaNoguciri und Adom Farstrup
on the birth o a daughter.

Angellka zd Jeff Schlanger on the
birth of u son,

Louise Stetn on the birth of a mand-
daughter, Horper Rachel, daughter of
Kim and Grep Stein,

Julle and Rabbi Jay TefRuvon the
birth of a davghter, Nili Lz,
MAZELTOVTO:

Adrenne and Michael Abevanderand
Lorieod Joel AThadef on the engagement
of their children, Curoline Alexander
and Brod Adhndef,

Judith Altwann, reclplent of the
ADL, Daniel R.Ginsherg Humanltarian
?1:.1..

gmorcthan
184 vo::& of praducefromthe Harvest
Now Garden for the hungry,

Amy and Richard Brcalew and Susan
and Phillip Clark, of Wnyne, PA. on the
engagement of their children, Robeern
Breslow and Timothyy Willlem Clurk.

Cuta Fischel on the engugemens
of her grandson, and Flossy and Sam
Flacho! and Ellen and Richard Weber on
the engagementof their children, Jason
Fischot und Robin Weber,

Wendy ind John Fitzgerald on the
marrtage of thelr son, Adam Fiezgerald,
to Duna Forsthoelel.

Arline Gewnnter and Lloyd Contract
on thely mardage,

Lornlee indd Philip Granowitz on the

‘theirson.
iz, te Jenunifer Storn,

Sherry Herteherg, Tracy Shevefl and
Sundy Speter, who were honored at
Chubad's Leaves of Love.

CANDLE
_.._nI._.HZn ._.:Smm

New, 22..
Nov. 29,,
Dec, 6
Dec. i3 ..
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BITS AND PIECES

Abraham Lebow und Cirole Bolen-
skyon the engagementof theic grand-
daughter, and Sherry and Benmet
Klare and Frimet and Bryan Herstlc,
of New Rochelle, NY, on the engage-
ment of their children, Zach Kfare
and Nanma Herstie,

Amy and Mark Schaeider on
their daughter Sara Rocek's first
novel being published, “Promisc Mc
Something.”

Pauie Slmon ¢n receiving the Distin-
gulshed Service Award from Renavelner
Polytechnie Insttute.

Linda Spilkn and Ed Spilka and Bar-
barn Smitk ood Dan Bursteln on the
capagement of thelr children, Ruquel
Spilka and Eytan Bermtein,

Louise Steln on the of

Constance Elldnson on thelowsof her
mother, Gladys Field.

Trma Farberov, Michnel Farberov ned

Glusker on the toss of hls wife and

their mother, Mardya Farberova.

Jerry Jacobs on the lom of his wife,
Boabbi [acobs,

Yuiles Kaplove on the lass of his fther,
Jay]- Kaplove,

MarkKirshneron theless ol hisfather,
Stephen Kirshner,

Mare Passy on the Toss of his father,
Medr Py,

Famity and friends of Rose Rafl,

DennisSchoencn thelossofhisfather,
Rlchard Schocn.

Lindn'Weiss on the lows ofhermather,
Syiviz Gllman.

NEwW AROUND TOWN

Alison Patnick, UJF

Alison Patnick recently jolned the United Jowish Federation of B
Cronter Stunford, 72095?.5 and Darien nathe n?anEEnﬂ.

Patnick has n office

She har been respornible for all aspects of q _=Pﬁn.:nﬁ..n.

and software

her daughter, Brenna Stein, to Charles
Schour, of Philadelphilu.

Hildi and David ‘Todrin on thelr
danghter, Muyi Todrln, being chosen
to be part of Team Connectlcut playing
unifled doubles tennis at the Special
Olympics Nadonal Games 1o June ln
Princeton, NJ.

MAZELTOV TO B'NA! MITZVAH:

Benjamin Glcksman, son of Andrey
Samersand David Bllcesmon, and grand-
son off Edith Samers and Ed Smith

Matthew Greenbaum, son of Allison
+nd Frederie Creenbarm

Nea Krans, daughter of Toesar and
Dantcl Kraus

David Lang,
Lang

Helone Leichtor, dmghier of Befle-
Ann Abrams ind Ferrold Leicheer

EJ Rimerman, son of Clawdia and
Howard Rimerman, and prandson of
Norma Kraut md Ron Schacht

Max Roitmue, von of Sonin and Brims
Rodeman

Andrew Spezzano,
Steven Speazmro

Eli Stockman, son of Kiren and Alen
Stockation

Elizabeth Yamron. daughter of Jen-
zifer and Bernard Yamron

Gabriel Yaghoublon, son o.. Nedn
Eanphbmn and Robert Yogh

sot: of Ellca and Jay

son of Staey and

induding purct and leasing ol

and hardware woubleshceting. She hus alse been rewponsible
office supply purchastng and

for benefit plan ..muﬁun.ﬁag.

amisting with employee

aswellavor
Tate events and activities sich a3 Unked Way Day of Carlng. She

corpo-

" Atison Patuich
#peaks bawic Cerman and French. Pamick i oripinally from Sheffield, Enpland,
She hay lived in the area since 1988, UJF CEQ jim Cehen welcomed Pamick st o
recentevent, neting, “Alison’s exceptional computernnd technaloglealuklflnwill be
a tremenclons asset 10 the organization, We arc 3¢ happy she has Joined our team,”

NOTES FROM A JEWISH EDUCATOR

“Emotionally Responsive Practice”
A Foundational Value in Jewish Farly

Childhood Education

B VI DEREN

“Whirt does Masesatthe Burning Bush
ave 1 common with a 4yesrold who
is anxious nbowe Daddy being away on
a business trip? What can the custom of
covering thechallzh on the Shabbattable
teach nsabout dealingwith s childdwho is
cmbarrawed about wpilllng his julee?”

1 thought ubout these questions at &
recent Can program,

Three Umes o yeur, parcets and stall
at Gan Yeladim come together for "Win-
dows ot their World.” They spend tme
togetherin the classroom ko that parents
can become familinrwith what their child

Marigsa Young, .&Eﬁ:qn of Sheryl
and Doniel Young

Nathan Haron, son of Rachel and Dex:
Haron, and grandson of Nancy and Ko-
mal Hivon and Linda and Larry Rezok

Ryun Medteles, von of Meryl and Larry
Melteles
CONDOLENCES TO:

David Ardirtd on the loss ol his father,
Ralph Arditi.

Jil Cymrot on the loss of Ler father,
Dr. Howard Altman.

Susan Darer, Anme Dorer; John Darer
and Sarzh Darer Litovian ot the losseCher
hushund and thelr father, Stanley Durer,

cach dayatGun, nndoshare
the big pietare of how learning happens
in thecarh-childhood edueatlonalsctting.

Each year, the stafl studies o porticlar
area in order to deepen their under
standling of chlldren and to enhance the
learning process, This s shated with the

parents, i enabl

supporting a young child's separntion
anxiety; haldlng a favorlte blanker can
soothe those feellngs and allow the ¢hild
to enter Into the classroom actlvities,”
Citing findingnby leadingrescarchen,
Inancs went on to explain how extend-

Challenges in Jewish

Education

Agudath m:o_o:._ to xo..# uum:m_

Congregation [
Agudath Sholom
will host the an-
aul “Challenges
inJewlsh Education
Panel,” which will
be held at the syna-
fFogue on Shabbet,
Snturday, January
11, immediately af-
ter mornlag ser-
vices and hiddush at
spproxmately noon.

Thinyear, the panel will feature Rabbl

Rabdi fovsue
Loakstein

Joshua Lockstein, the head of school at

Westchester DaySchoolls Mumsroneck,
NY, and Harry Bloom, strategy manager
forfinmncin vustainabilityat the Partmer-
whip for Excellence in Jewish Educadon,
Rabbi David Israel, the rmbbinic denn at
Bi-Cultural Day School, will moderare
the panel discussion.

‘The ropic for thiy yeur's panct b “Day
School Adlordubility: The Challenge...

and Practical Solu-
tions,” a sublect
about which many
parents of day-
school children are
deeply concerned.

“Theannuzledu-
cution panel s one
of the most exclt-
ingandandcipated
cventsthatthe com-
munity sponsory
during the _oqon_ﬁ.::__:m. year,” auld
Michael Feldsteln, who v n:s_lsﬁ the
progrim. “We've sct the bar prety high
with many eusmnding speakers th past
yeuwn, but I'm very contident that this
vear's panclistswill meetind even exceed
our high expectations.”

The endre community is invited to
attend the panel, For addigonal informa-
tlon aboul the pancl ProgTam, contact

Harry Blozm
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Come Read with Us!
Reading Partners Off to a Strong Start

Under the new leadenship of Marlyn
Agatitein, Reading Partners s off to a
strong start this year. Nearly 40 new vol-
unteers have alrendy signed up to join
the cndre ol weteranvolunteers whoread
for an hour cach week with children in
grades kindergarten to three in the pub-
lie schoels and afterachool programs,
There are now 140 sctive volunteers in
the Reading Paveners program and new
volunteers ire welcoime.

Marlm Agawsteln, dirccrorof Reading
Parmers, and Ellen Welber, team leader
at the Boys and Girls Club and Chester
Addison Center, ted three arentations
for new voluntoers In Ocrober, one
UJF offices for the school tutors and
two at the alterschool progrim sites.
The orienimtion/tralnings focused on
three primary components of leaming
10 read: decading, comprehension and
fuency, Weber, alse a Reading Pariner,
shared _anw_n_ﬂn.._:__—n&&nrugwo..ﬂ.%-

Jim Cohen, C.£,Q. of UJF, widd, "The
enthustusm and dedientlon of Marlyn
and Ellen isInfecdous, and isreallyhelp-
ing; the program to expund and reach u
higher level.”

AnatChavkin, awaciate vice president
of UJF, added, “It I wonderful v see so
taany new and longtime volunteers who
arepartofthe Reading Partners program.
This _..r nn excellent example o_. haow,
thr dedi
the wavnﬁﬁrhﬁ in the naa_:.ﬂ:_?g
Jewish and nanJewish student.”

ReadingPartensisunderwriten bythe
Herberiand Serish M, GiborFoundation,
The funding has enubled the program
to move from a voluntcer rin organiz-
thon 10 ane with a dedicated professional
overseet, At the school orientation, Ed
Smith, trustee for the Gibor Foundation,
recounted his personnl ind professional
relutionship with Herbert Glbor a fellow
_23.2. In highlighted the “akkun ofam”

Ingrthe A

highlighted thet

bl portance of

Feldsteln at michaclgield gmail
com or 2030736279,

Meeting of Connecticut Jewish
Family Service Executives

Mate Greenbery, CEQ of Jewish
Family Service Stnmford anended the
Connectleutfewlsh FamilyService Execu-
tives meetng to disetws the needs and
concems of local non-profitsocial sarvice

Jew Attt Ingin October, State

ing, this concept into the o Citty
have a powerful impact: “Tn her book
‘Bears, Bears, Everywhere! Supportng
Children's Emotional Health in the
Classroom,” Lenlle Koplow, director of
the Center for Emodonally Renponsive
Pracrice acBank StreetCollege, deseribes
how including stufied animals in the
clasroom process can give chlldren
veice for lears, worries and conilict
thatrotmetimes underlle Inattentive and
disruptive behavior in the dlassveom. By
supporting chikdreny’ emotional growth,
wehelpthem developand mriculnte smos
tional <onvw=_,5 to inatill contidence
and risk Ew_:m.

between home and school. For the 2013
2014 pchool yeas, the area i “Emotionnally
mqmucaa_en TJﬂznn "

)
practice lsanap-

_uno...&iaaa:n&gaﬁ.a:u&gﬁzn»au
showing the effect of socinl and cmotional
experience on the developiny brain, and
the posttive nw,nn.. of snl&un partner-

Thased

As L f; director of Gan, my role
ﬁ;_o:_ns_ﬁ_ﬁsoiﬂgnmm.ﬂ&ﬂ these
issues {rom a Jewish perspective, T way
favcinited to find that wien cxsmining
Tarah through this lens, the eximples
e abundant and varied, In the chse of
Mouesat the Burning Bush, Rashi tenchey
Bt Cod it enlled Lo Moses bn thevolee
of his father, Amram. Think about what

UJF Tribate Cards ave 2
wonderful way to connect with
your family and friends and mack
any occasion while supporting the
extzzordinary wark of UJE,
To send a cribmce,
go o wwvwaujforg,
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peychologlsts, This Includes working with
259;:5.&53983:&533@3
erchildi 1o promote.
intedligence ln chidren,
HillaryTanacs, the Ganpehool prychol-
ogist, intreduced the toplcand rationale
behind thischoice:*Childrens’ emotions
spatt diverse landscapes, far beyond
rthetr ubility to verbudlze. It Is erncind for
the adults in their Hves to understind
what [acilitates healthy growth and de-
velapment. Ta cite 2 common example:
Transitdono! objects can be erdeal in

haran .Tn:_:. baau Morern, ..-8_“:.6

Srlvwarty and Sagly Slegel introduerd their

stuffed animals fo zedalah {n et Gon
clusstoom.

an overwhelming experdence ltwas, and
how rexsuured Moses must hive been to
hear his father's voice G, hefore ko
ing that God was spenking te him.

As to the challah coverr We cover the
chndlah because we are making Kiddnah
onwine,and noton chalinh, and we dos't
want to cmbarmss the challab. 1f we're
o careful not to embirenss chrllnh, how
ruch more curelul must we be with the
ieellngs of reud people?

Veoi Devent is the founding direciar of the
Gin Yeladtm Early Childhood Cenier:

&&5.&553«&0113555&
wenw whuffed animads in theiy Gan elassrosm.
Fach child at Gan recelved o stuffed aninnd
2 pive vnice to ftis/fiey emotians and use as
@ transitional obyjert at schopl,

Senator Gayle Ic;&aﬁ {representing
Milford, West Haven, Orange and Wood-
bridge), who is the assisthnt presitdent

pro tempore of the Connectetit Schate
andd cochair of the Human Services
Committes, joined thegrouptohenr the
concerny ralsed by the JFS exceutives.
The many subjecty discussed relared ro
the delivery ol hbumitn scrvices in Con-
neetleut, in particular, those performed.
b and ks slater agencics,

*IES Sea 4 nsﬂa_.a?a. " am page f4

Ler: Roberr Piskmar, [FACT coordinater; Harvey Paris, sxecative direcior; ham_n%i Lise
Smitl:, exeentive mgﬁs. Q..?ﬁs&. Grtyle Slassberps Myeté Greenderg, CEO, Stamjord: b\%ﬁ

Herauniz,

Nursory-32th Grade.

: Roanns Shorofaky
Ry

3 fonathar Gayfinii
Rz Kepfsiein, dimeton, Danbury. Missing from w_ss Anne Danaiier, D, West Hetford.

e di Feur t1,
e

OPENING Minds, BRIDGING Differences; LIVING Jewish Values

) ,:s_..: _._:..E:_Q.u_s.:m:usn
“pralse” vr.‘sn_, that £an madntin high
levels of student motivation.

There in much i in the Stumford
cductional community and the recendy
adopted “Cominon Core Standards” are
pushing younger students to progress
earlier und rench ptricter competency
standards, “There are still vast pools of
emerging readers whe struggle with these
standiwrdy because they haven's had the
gn?o?ﬁ&:nﬁ:bbxhﬁﬁnﬁ??ﬁn
oflife,” rald Agnuteln. *What the program
gaw.‘ to the mble 14 a corps of dediced
ho tan re-assureth d

with Yo you cunl' und T believe in you.”
Reading Partners are In their comer, one
daya week, for one houe”

of helplng people to lmprove
C ling them to be soronger
and mers fulfilled adults,

The schoal orlentton included 1
viewlng of the “Greater Boston Jowish
Coalition for Literacy” videa. Boston
began the fimt pilot program, It wos
consldered s sucecssul that the loeal
Readlng Parmers program was based
on thal model. The National Jewish
Caonlldon for Literncy now opemtes in
many cities Across the U.S. The video
highlighted the meaningfulness of the
program. notonly to ity students, but to
the volunteers as well.

The program rccruits and tralns
people on an ongoing basis, To become
4 Reading Partner, contnet Agatstein ag
readingpurtners@ujforg or 205-321-
1373, ext 115,

Excefient Academics
Vibrant Arts
Competitive Athlefics
We are like no other schoot in the areg
AcCepling dhusents with ne tewith S5y sensdt bockgrourd

Middle Seheol Open House
Surday, Decerrber 15 » 9:30 a.m. — noon

Lower Sohaol K-5)

b Vigit wwwuffLorg, facebook

Upper School (6-12]
‘White Plaing, NY 10605 Harhdale, NY 10520

e
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it clrelen with oyes.
Chi: giﬂu.ﬂ?(ﬁh%r i

a-map wnd Yedk olrta slomy whara
Lands, Thiv weel. The Dart brought
444G Tha-Gan veladim Larty Child-
Irood C

. & t v b W proswriting, -
XL 1 ¥ 3 o - : wptrtant alep along the wiy to
child-cemtric tanrniog, - - 2 ’ ; k. arning how 16 Propety gop -
A, DS TN we Ty tor glve- L _ LU -8 . ot writing utemstiand churn
theen L d.. ... X : E) 3 £ . ! 2
arentivity,” ssie Dlrector M-
chal Mesdelow, *Tt's all about

wxampleu of the students’

Above, Sylvie Romenborg eals hee lunch. Left, teachers and studenrs sit in
classraom at the Gan Yolsdim Earty Chlidnood Learning Sonter,



